
 

 

22nd March 2021 
 
 

  
Dear Parents 
  
Leadership at Central Academy 
  
As we come towards the end of what has been a challenging but ultimately successful term, we 
are writing to inform you that Ms Ceri Bacon will be standing down as Principal of the academy 
at the May half term holiday. 
  
As you may know, Ms Bacon has been attempting over the past year to divide her time between 
Carlisle and her home in France with her family.  The ongoing travel restrictions and uncertainty 
that Covid-19 presents in terms of future travel mean that she has reluctantly decided that it is 
not feasible to continue to attempt to divide her time in this way.  She has therefore decided 
that it is in everyone’s best interests if she leaves the post of Principal.  We will be very sad to 
see her go but fully understand her decision and wish her very well for the future. 
  
We realise that what the school needs to succeed her is someone who can build on the progress 
that has been made at Central recently and who is ideally placed to lead the school. We have 
therefore appointed Mr Dan Markham as Acting Principal which we know is an appointment that 
will be welcomed across the school.  As a key member of the Senior Leadership Team, Mr 
Markham is well known by students and parents and is ideally positioned to continue to develop 
the academy’s strengths.  He will be supported by Mr Richard McGuire who is Principal at 
Morton Academy and will become Executive Principal of Central and by Mrs Oli Tomlinson as 
Regional Director.  Both Mr McGuire and Mrs Tomlinson know Central very well and have 
worked closely with Ms Bacon and Mr Markham over the past 2 years. 
  
In due course we will advertise for a substantive Principal for the academy, but we have every 
confidence that these arrangements will be very successful in the meantime. 
  
Ms Bacon will ensure that there is a smooth transition between her and Mr Markham during the 
first half of next term.  We all hope that the academic year can be completed with minimum 
disruption due to Covid-19 and that planning for the next academic year can begin so that the 
school is prepared well for whatever the Autumn brings. 
  
May we wish you a healthy and restful Easter Break. 
 

 
  
  
 

Sir Jon Coles                              Dame Sally Coates 
Chief Executive    Director of Secondary Education 


